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Under Section 12 (c) of The Legal Services
Authorities Act, 1987, every child has the right to free
Legal Aid to file or defend a case.

Further, Provision of free Legal Aid/Advice,
Counseling and representation etc. for children is
provided under other legislation as well, including the
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act,

2015 (J] Act) and the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offenses Act, 2012 (POCSO Act).

Why is it important for children to have access to
child-friendly legal services and legal assistance?
Children may require legal services for following
reasons:-

1. Due to lack of knowledge and understanding about
legal processes, procedures and implication,
children often find it difficult in communicating with
adultand navigate through legal proceedings.
Further, they may require legal services in following
instances:-

As defendants or witnesses in criminal proceedings.
As parties in matrimonial or family proceedings.

As victims of physical and psychological violence,
sexual abuse or other crimes or rights violation etc.
As partiesin civil or administrative proceedings.

Therefore, children need Child-Friendly legal services

and hence, NALSA (Child-Friendly Legal Services for

Children) Scheme, 2024 scheme has been created by

NALSA to help children to help them in navigating

through the Judicial processes.

What is NALSA (Child-Friendly Legal Services for
Children) Scheme, 2024 and what is the objective of
the scheme?

NALSA (Child-Friendly Legal Services for
Children) Scheme, 2024 updates, revises and consoli-
dates the two previous schemes, viz. NALSA (Child-
Friendly Legal Services to Children and their protection)
Scheme, 2015, and Legal Services for Differently Abled
Children Scheme, 2021, into one comprehensive
scheme.

Objective of the scheme is to provide Free and
competent legal services for children including children
with disabilities and their parents/lawful guardians and
supporting agencies, on behalf of such children under
their care.

Following are the other important objectives of the

scheme:-

1. Implementation of preventive, strategic and gender
responsive legal services programs for vulnerable
children with specific focus on children with
disabilities.

To ensure that legal services are age appropriate,
multi-disciplinary, effective and responsive to the
specific legal, psychological, social and other needs
of children.

To create a specialized work force of panel lawyers,
PLVs and also conduct community out reach
programs to spread awareness about the rights,
entitlements, remedies etc.

What do "Child Friendly" and "Child Friendly Legal

Services Scheme" mean?

According to the Scheme:-

1. "Child Friendly" shall mean any behavior, conduct,

practice, process, attitude, environment or treat-
ment that is humane, considerate and in the best
interest of the child.
"Child Friendly Legal Services Scheme" shall
mean provision of legal assistance to children in
criminal, civil and administrative proceedings thatis
accessible, age-appropriate, multi- disciplinary,
effective, and that is responsive to the range of legal,
psychological and social needs faced by children.

Whatis "Legal Services Unit" for children (LSUC) and
howlegal services will be provided through it?

A very important feature of this scheme is that
there will be a Legal Service Unit for supporting the
children and their guardian in availing the benefits
under the various schemes and to provide legal services
and legal representation at following institutions/
places:-

Legal Services to children in conflict with law

® Legal Services atthe Police Stations.

® Legal Services at]Juvenile Justice Board.

® Legal Services at Child Care Institutions (Place
of safety, observation home and special homes).

® Legal Servicesat Children's Courts.

® Legal Services atprisons.

Legal Services to"Children in Need of Care and

Protection” (CNCP).

® Legal Servicesatthe CWC.

® Legal Services for CNCPs in family based care.

® Legal Services for CNCPs in Child Care Institutions
(CCIs).

® Legal Services for CNCPs who are Victims of crime.

® Legal Service sat Police Stations for missing/
trafficked children And children rescued from child
labour.

Legal Services to "Children who are other-wise in

contact with the law".
Legal Services for children upon request to DLSA.
Legal Services to a child witness.
Legal Services for children for adoption.
Legal Services for child victims of crime.
Legal Services to children of prisoners.
Legal Services to children involve in custody and
guardianship cases.
Legal Services to Child Seeking annulment of
marriage or other relief under the prohibition of
Child Marriage Act, 2006.

How can such persons avail legal services?

1. By dialing 15100 (Toll Free No.), By visiting legal
service unitatinstitutions/places mentioned above

2. Byvisitinglegal aid cliniclocated atschools/colleges

3. By visiting District Legal Services Authority and High
Court Legal Services Committee as the case may be.

. By visiting Madhya Pradesh State Legal Services

Authority, Jabalpur.
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